SHANKLIN TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Town Council held at Falcon Cross Hall, Shanklin, Isle of Wight on Thursday 26th April 2018
PRESENT:
 Town Mayor Councillor J. Gilbey (in the Chair)
Councillors’ C. Quirk, R. May, S. Sheath, R. Priest, D. Larner, 
S. Godden, S. Knight, E. Knight, D. Cable, Town Clerk RFO. 6 members of the public, County Press. 
PUBLIC FORUM

Lake Day first Saturday in August. Delay in dog bin installation Island Rds. Westhill Road problem emerging onto road from drive.

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors’ M. Beston, L. Fleming, J. Fleming & guest Councillor P. Brading.

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DISPENSATIONS


        2.1
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Members were invited to voice their declarations and/or complete the form – a copy of which is appended to the filed copy of these minutes.



 2.2
DISPENSATIONS 


Councillor C. Quirk has a dispensation to participate (speak & vote) granted to him until May 2021 (or until the next election if sooner).


        2.3
TO GRANT ANY REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS AS APPROPRIATE
3.
REPORT FROM POLICE REPRESENTATIVE


None present. Councillor Gilbey spoke to PCSO, Shanklin is quiet at present. 
4.
GREEN TOWNS REPORT


Members’ were in receipt of a written report by Lesley.

April A brief update this month. Just to let you know that the usual litter picks are continuing in small groups as and when needed. We have had some feedback from Samantha Kinnaird; among other things, catching people who do not pick up after their dogs is a nightmare! Station garden session planned for 4 May. Tower gardens flower beds dug over and more planting added. The rest of our efforts have been in dealing with the railway authorities about installing hanging baskets (permission, funds, watering system, getting the work done etc.) and this is still on-going and VERY time consuming. More details next time.  March The Great British spring Clean had to be postponed because of the snowy weather but we managed to hold the event a week later in the rain!  Despite the weather there was a good turnout of volunteers and the Cubs cleared the station forecourt and car park while members of SHAA cleared the area around their premises.  Green Towns Volunteers (including a member of STC) concentrated on more outlying areas such as the Cycle Track, Gasworks Lane and car parks. This was primarily because a couple of intrepid people had managed to brave the snow and cleared many streets as well as the Brook the previous week.  Our thanks to them. In all we collected 34 large bags of rubbish which is good in that the town looks much cleaner but of course it just shows the extent of the problem.  We need to make the public more ‘litter aware’ and will try to come up with ways of doing this. A grant from SHAA for plants at the station will be used to plant up the hanging baskets and to replace two of the forecourt planters which are falling apart.  The challenge for us will to be to get a rota of volunteers to do the watering during the summer months.  Any volunteers to add to the list will be gratefully accepted!

We now have an updated Risk Assessment for all of our activities and volunteers will be made aware of this.  Lesley Hampshire

5.
REPORT OF THE TOWN MAYOR


None given, will carry over and update in May.
6.
MINUTES


RESOLVED:



That the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Thursday 8th March 2018 having been previously circulated be approved and signed & to note matters arising that do not require formal resolution. 


MATTERS ARISING – Item 10. Awaiting quote from IWC re grounds maintenance top ups.
7.
ACCOUNTS 

7.1
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT & APPROVAL 26th APRIL 2018
RESOLVED: That the accounts as circulated in the sum of £13611.26 be approved for payment.

7.2
BANK RECONCILIATION FEBRUARY 2018 


RESOLVED: Town Mayor Councillor J. Gilbey confirmed the bank reconciliation as correct.

7.3
BANK RECONCILIATION MARCH 2018


RESOLVED: Town Mayor Councillor J. Gilbey confirmed the bank reconciliation as correct.

8.
PLANNING/LICENSING/NOTIFICATIONS

Councillor C. Quirk declared an interest being an IW Councillor and on the IWC Planning Committee. 

RESOLVED: The recommendations of the Council on the following applications are as listed below: 
NO COMMENT

P/00248/18 – Proposed shed/summer house - CORAL STRAND RECTORY ROAD.

P/00401/18 – Proposed first floor extension 27 ALBERT ROAD.

P/00415/18 – Removal of retaining wall; excavation works; proposed 2 terraced retaining walls & centre stairs for terrace; patio 40 CHURCH ROAD.

P/00384/14 – Demolition of dwelling; outline for proposed apartment block comprising 15 units ST ANTHONY’S CONVENT 19 BEATRICE AVENUE.



Members’ noted planning appeals & Island Roads notices.


9.
RISK ASSESSMENT



RESOLVED: Town Mayor Councillor J. Gilbey confirmed he has read and signed off the updated risk assessment.

10.
AUDITOR’S REPORT 2017/2018  FOR APPROVAL & ADOPTION – LOCAL AUDIT & ACCOUNTABILITY  ACT 2014 & ACCOUNTS & AUDIT REGULATIONS 2015

Members’ noted Auditor’s recommendation of an accounting package, Town Clerk to consider.


RESOLVED Members’ approved and adopted the Auditor’s report.

11.
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31st MARCH 2018 – LOCAL AUDIT & ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 2014 & ACCOUNTS & AUDIT REGULATIONS 2015


Members’ thanked Town Clerk RFO for her hard work on the financial management of the Town Council.


RESOLVED: Members’ approved and adopted the annual accounts.
12.
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 2017/2018


RESOLVED: Members’ received and noted the Annual Governance & Accountability Return for 2017/2018

13.
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 2017/2018 – ANNUAL INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2017/2018


RESOLVED: Members’ received, approved and adopted the internal audit report for 2017/2018.
14.
SECTION 1 – ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2017/2018


RESOLVED: Members’ received, approved and adopted Section 1 for signing by the Town Clerk RFO & Chairman.

15.
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 2017/2018


SECTION 2 – ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS 2017/2018


RESOLVED: Members’ approved and adopted Section 2 for signing by the Town Clerk RFO & the Chairman.
16.
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 2017/2018 


SECTION 3 – EXTERNAL AUDITOR REPORT & CERTIFICATE 2017/2018 


RESOLVED: Members’ noted the document and that it will be completed by the external Auditor.
17.
NOTICE OF THE PERIOD FOR THE EXERCISE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS & OTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED BY REGULATION 15(2) ACCOUNTS & AUDIT REGULATIONS 2015 & LOCAL AUDIT & ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 2014


RESOLVED: Members’ noted that the notice will be displayed in accordance with the regulations at the appropriate time.

18.
COUNCILLOR J. GILBEY – TOILETS UPDATE


26500 have used the new toilets since they opened with an income of approximately £6000, no issues at present, all circulation fans  and sensors have been replaced free of charge. Major water leak with a southern water pipe which has been replaced. Stella and I met with the solicitor re lease on the kiosk. Are looking at the other toilets to determine what can be done in the future.
19.
HONORARIUM – LEAD MEMBER FOR PUBLIC CONVENIENCES – TO AGREE MONIES (FUNDED FROM INCOME AS RESOLVED AT THE MEETING ON 22nd FEBRUARY 2018) S111 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972, S.87 PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1936 

Councillor Gilbey left the meeting for this item. Councillor S. Knight took the chair.
Councillor Priest – Increase in workload person with special responsibility allowance, funding from the income from the toilets not from the precept, in the absence of any alternative being put forward I propose £2500. Councillor Quirk = I believe the job needs to be done but I am uncomfortable it is a Councillor doing it, we need to look at the scenario and the work load to see if we need another employee -  part time member of staff. Councillor Priest = we have had six months for someone to come up with an alternative solution no one has. Councillor S. Knight = Cost effective wise you could not better that. Councillor Priest = A year ago I suggested an apprentice colleagues did not go for that. We have an immediate solution now; you’ve had six months to put an alternative forward. Councillor S. Knight = Jon has been with the toilet project from the beginning he understands the electricals and all the ins and outs. Chris may be right in one respect that we need to look at whether we need to take someone else on.  Councillor Cable =Jon has done a fantastic job income of £6000 £2500 is nothing to know the phone will be answered and any problem solved. If things continue to progress and other things come on board we need to review the whole situation carefully. If Jon is happy to continue doing what he is doing he has my vote. Councillor Priest = it is Jon at present but it could be for anyone, could have been the apprentice. 


Councillor Quirk = I’m not saying we shouldn’t do this, I think we should be looking at the whole thing, and the most cost effective way of doing that. Councillor Sheath = temporary measure for six months, need to look at what top mops are doing, don’t sit happy with it I do think we need a temporary measure while we see how to move forward. 


RESOLVED: To pay an honorarium of £2500 whilst reviewing the situation during the year. The vote was unanimous.
Councillor J. Gilbey returned to the meeting & took the Chair.
20.
COUNCILLOR R. PRIEST. – CONSULTATION – CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BAY MASTER PLAN


RESOLVED: Councillor Priest will circulate comments. 
21.
COUNCILLOR R. PRIEST – COMMUNITY LIBRARY UPDATE

Members’ were in receipt of a proposed letter to the Coastal Community Fund. HOTEL – funding opportunity, met with IWC Officers can go forward this week regarding central hub on the Island Shanklin to be a spoke. Possible £50,000, meeting with library vols supportive of STC’s concept for the library, need to have a site visit and be clear it is STC’s  redevelopment for library, office, need to protect our liability. Library site storage area, Island roads downstairs, STC do not want liability when we leave the site. Councillor Quirk = theatre trust lease with IWC, letter of agreement don’t want the trust to be left with the liabilities, the letter clarifies things in terms of notice etc. Councillor Priest = timing is unfortunate; we need to protect ourselves if we’ve made an investment we need s.106 monies to go to the library when the site is redeveloped. Councillor Quirk = I doubt it’s a big enough development to get s.106 monies. 

RESOLVED: Councillor Priest to write to Helen Miles re our interest in the library, Town Clerk to write to the Coastal Community Fund.
22.
COUNCILLOR R. PRIEST – CONSERVATION AWARDS NOMINATION – TO AGREE THE COST OF £50 S.144 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972


Councillor Priest declared an interest.


RESOLVED: To pay £50 for war memorial conservation award. 
23.
CONSULTATION – REVIEW OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ETHICAL STANDARDS

Members’ agreed there needs to be a review as there are no consequences at present. 


RESOLVED: Members’ to comment individually. 
24.
GRANT APPLICATION – SHANKLIN IN BLOOM S.144 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972


RESOLVED: To pay a grant in the sum of £325.
25.
FRAMES S.144 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972


RESOLVED: Members’ agreed to pay for frames & consumables.
26.
FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

RESOLVED: Members’ were in receipt of the updated & adopted financial regulations for their Councillor packs.

27.
TRANSPARENCY CODE

RESOLVED: Members’ were in receipt of the adopted Transparency Code for their Councillor packs.

28.
STANDING ORDERS 


RESOLVED: Members’ approved and adopted the updated Standing Orders in their entirety.
29.
VACANCIES – SOUTH & CENTRAL


RESOLVED: Members’ noted that there will be an election in Central Ward. South Ward was uncontested.

30.
MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS


Work starts on the Town clock on Monday. 

British Legion, fire service will match fund for the bench dedication service in the autumn. South, South east in bloom to visit Shanklin. School library project. May 19th Royal wedding. 

Bus service no breezer a different bus service will start in May and not run between 3 and 4 in the afternoon. CAMRA linking up with beer and buses. Southern Water project, dog zones (June agenda) Jet skis.  Sun recording equipment Councillor Quirk updated it is in the hands of the met office. 

31.
ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCILLOR/S’ UPDATE


Members’ were in receipt of Councillors’ Mike Beston & Paul Brading written reports which are appended to the filed minutes.

Councillor Quirk = Fire brigade review sent back for rewriting coming back in six months. Island Line recommendations to scrutiny next week. Dredging had meeting with SHAA and Cllr Dupre, University of Southampton to be involved need to show dredging will have a detrimental effect.
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