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Following the recent 
local Government 
elections and the 
Town Council’s 

ATCM, I have been elected as the Mayor 
of Shanklin, taking over from Cllr Steve 
Knight following completion of his second 
term as Town Mayor. Just like all other 
aspects of life, the work of the Town 
Council has been dramatically impacted 
by Covid-19 the last two years, and I would 
like to take this opportunity to publicly 
thank Steve Knight for the way in which 
he carried out the role of Mayor over that 
difficult period.

As well as a new Mayor, the town also 
has a new Deputy Mayor, and at the 
Shanklin Town Council ATCM Sue Godden 

was elected to this role.  The town also has 
new Councillors, Patrick Barry in Shanklin 
North, Wendy Hilton-How, Robin Lansdell 
in Shanklin Central, and Stephen Parkes 
and Mike Hailston in Shanklin South. This 
election also saw the return of former 
Mayor and former Isle of Wight Council 
Chairman David Williams representing 
Shanklin Central.

High on the agenda of the Town Council 
as we come out of Covid-19 restrictions 
will be:
  Public toilet provision particularly on 

the seafront
  Upgrading public realm in terms of 

decorative lights and flower planting
  Renewal of the Jubilee Clock Tower and 

flagpole on the Esplanade

  Bin emptying and beach cleaning
  Addressing long term issues with Big 

Mead Pond
  Planning for the Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee celebrations
  Maintaining our Gold Quality beach 

award status
In the longer term we need to consider 

developing a Town Plan, desirable 
in its own right to shape the future 
regeneration of Shanklin, but important to 
help maintain the character of the town in 
the light of changes to the planning laws 
covering Permitted Development.

Best Regards Chris. 
Shanklin Town Mayor (2021)
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Ventnor Town Council

Ventnor Park Lease
The final Lease has been agreed 
with the Isle of Wight Council for the 
Town Council to manage the park 
for the next 30 years. Our thanks to 
our County Council colleagues for 
working with us to ensure that their 
budget restrictions will not reduce 
the very high standards to which 
they have maintained it to date.  

Support for Vulnerable 
Residents
The number of collections of 
shopping or medications carried 
out by our remarkable team of 
volunteers has passed the 1,000 
milestone. Of that total, 220 have 
been shopping collections with a 
total value of £10,000, reclaimed 
from the residents, by Covid-
compliant arrangements. The 
majority have been collections of 
medication for residents unable to 
leave home and having no other 
person to collect for them. Our 

thanks to the volunteers without 
whom this level of support would 
not have been available.

Local Elections
We will have a new Town Council 
following the elections of 6th May. 
Nominations of candidates for the 
four new Ventnor Wards close on 
8th April but there’s still time for 
anyone interested in standing to 
submit to the Isle of Wight Council 
the three required short forms. 
There’s a link on the home page of 
our website with all the forms and 
information needed. There are six 
Councillors needed for the new 
Ventnor West Ward, two for each 
of Lowtherville and Bonchurch 
& Ventnor East and one for St 
Lawrence. 

Meeting Virtually
We’ve now completed a full year 
with all our meetings taking place 
virtually, including our monthly 

Town Council Meetings, the 
meetings of our Planning and 
Staffing Committees, our two 
Working Groups and our Staff 
Meetings. Contact with Isle of 
Wight Members and Officers are 
also virtual as is the fortnightly 
meeting the Island’s MP has for 
representatives of Town and Parish 
Councils.. As all involved have 
adjusted to the new format so well, 
none of our business has been 
affected by the change.

South Wight Parishes 
Health and Wellbeing 
Forum
The forum is for representatives of 
the 13 Town and Parish Councils 
in the South Wight to discuss 
the Island’s Health & Wellbeing 
Services. Its meeting on 13th 
January had two guests to its 
virtual session: Claire Collins of 
Autism Inclusion Matters and Mark 
Kelly from Socialising Buddies. On 

Thursday 25th February its guest 
speaker was Sharon Kingsman, a 
Public Health Principal with the Isle 
of Wight Council for Care and lead 
for Public Health Commissioning, 
to talk about the Mental Health 
Alliance. 

Budget & Precept
Ventnor Town Council’s meeting 
last Monday agreed that its Precept 
for 2021/22 would be £355,889, a 
reduction of £4,350 or 1.2% on last 
year’s Precept. The predicted total 
spend in the year is £487,682 with 
the balance being offset by income 
from the activities that incur the 
costs.

More Information
The Town Council’s website, 
with contact details for Town 
Councillors and staff, is at www.
ventnortowncouncil.org.
uk; our Twitter account is: @
ventnorclerk.


